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Kindergarten and Elementary School Partnerships
for Japanese Language Education

— Based on Picture Books —

Kyoko OGAWA', Takeshi KOMAGATA?

Abstract

Elementary schools develop the Start Program to enable first graders to
smoothly adapt to elementary school life. The program covers points children
should take into consideration in terms of their daily lives along with learning
aspects. However, this program was initially developed without paying adequate
attention to what children had already learned and experienced at kindergartens or
nursery schools, thereby making it difficult for children to follow and occasionally
leading to decreased motivation for learning.

This thesis highlights the purpose and usage of picture books and how they vary
between kindergartens, nursery schools and elementary schools (especially for
students in lower grades), as well as points teachers should consider when introduc-
ing picture books. It also suggests that by effectively using picture books with a
full understanding of their characteristics and how they should be introduced, on-site
teachers can have a further positive effect on children’s growth, and that picture
books are extremely instrumental as a material for the Start Program.
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