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The Effects of Contexts Before Feedback
on Students’ Motivation After Feedback

Naoko AOKI

Abstract

This study examined the relationship between contexts before receiving feed-
back and motivation after feedback. In study 1, first, second, and third grade
students answered questionnaires about different situations that enhanced motiva-
tion. The situations that enhanced motivation were as follows: 1) receiving praise
for difficult activities, 2) receiving praise for activities they preferred, and 3) receiv-
ing praise for activities they were not usually praised for. In study 2, students
watched four stories in which the main characters were in different situations, but
the outcome was the exact same; the character achieved a perfect score on the test
and received praise from the teacher. Students assessed each character’s
motivational scores. Students gave the highest scores when the character preferred
math and received feedback frequently before final feedback. Students gave the
lowest score when the character did not prefer math and did not receive feedback
In study 3, students were interviewed about the emotions of the charac-
ters from study 2. In the story with the highest motivation scores, students reported
positive feelings both before and after final feedback. In the story with the lowest
motivation scores, students reported negative feelings before receiving final feed-

frequently.

back, but positive feelings after receiving final feedback.
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