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Development of Education for Physically Handicapped
in Sapporo City (3)

— Making schools for disabled children mandatory and the issue with

persisting Tsubomi Class —

Kunihiko KONNO

(Department of Early Childhood Care & Education, Faculty of Human Life Sciences, Fuji
Women's University)

Tsubomi Class (literally: bud class) was a unique instruction system of education for
people with physical disabilities in Japan that continued for 11 years from 1972 to 1983.

In this article I report the results of my analysis of issues concerning the continuation of
this class based on a search of the literature. The results show that Tsubomi Class faced a
crisis of existence two times.

The first crisis was in 1979, when the government decided that it was mandatory for
children with disabilities to attend schools for disabled children, and the second was in 1983,
when it was decided that these schools should be managed separately from regular schools.

It also became evident from the research results that a crisis was evaded by a strong
demand by parents to the education committee as well as by civil movements including
various petitions.

The results also indicated that the perspectives behind the drive to maintain Tsubomi
Class included two factors: the effect of group education adapted for children with serious
disabilities and the effectiveness of physical function training. It further showed that the
parents’ strong demand — that the history and achievement of the class must not be
sacrificed and teaching content must not be downgraded — played a significant role as a

driving force supporting the movement.

Key words: Education for Physically Handicapped, Making Schools for Disabled Children
Mandatory, Tsubomi Class
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