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A review of studies on praise between friends in Japan

Naoko Aoki

Abstract

The focus of this study is to review the existing literature on praise between friends
in Japan and discuss future research. Past studies focused on parents, teachers, and
experimenters as persons who provided praise, while children were regarded as persons
who received praise. There were differences between providers and receivers, such
as age, status, and experiences. However, friends who are in a similar situation could
be providers of praise. Through the literature review, it was found that many studies
focused on elementary school students; however, no study has focused on preschoolers,
and adults, including middle-age and older adults. The most popular methods in past
studies on praise between friends were practical studies of activities that included
students in the classroom recognizing and acknowledging their friends’ good behaviors,
which was termed as PPR (Positive Peer Reporting), while there were few studies that
reported people’s praise between friends in natural settings. Thus, it is necessary to
expand the participants age group because friendship is a familiar relationship in all
developmental stages. The results also emphasize the importance of gathering data in
natural settings, as praise between friends in daily life is not clear. In addition, knowledge
of praise between friends in daily life will help teachers improve activities to make them
more realistic.
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