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The Establishment of a Collaborative System by Teachers and
School Social Workers to Support the Growth, Development and
Lives of Children

— Aiming to build better cooperative relationships between teachers and

school social workers —

Shozo MARUYAMA

(Department of Human Life Studies, Faculty of Human Life Sciences, Fuji Women’s University)

In Japanese schools, teachers have long played a key role in providing guidance and
support to pupils and students. To address the growing number and severity of problems
surfacing among students, high expectations have been placed on school social workers to
provide comprehensive support in addition to the conventional guidance provided by
teachers. Despite the current circumstances, however, an adequate system for assigning
social workers has yet to be established, and teachers do not fully understand the role played
by school social workers.

This research focuses on city A, which is on the path to successfully establishing a
system for assigning school social workers with proven track records. Questionnaire surveys
were conducted to gain a better understanding of not only how teachers recognize and cope
with hurdles in children’s lives but also how they perceive the role played by school social
workers and whether they recognize the need to cooperate with them. Survey results
indicate that teachers understand the role played by social workers in addressing life-related
challenges facing children as well as the expectations for cooperation with school social
workers. This research also examined the collaborative systems needed to forge preventive

support systems as well as the achievements of and hurdles faced by school social workers.

Key words: children’s growth and development, hurdles in children’s lives, school social
workers, collaborative systems






