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“Is he dead? Her brother?”

Andrew had not realized that Fats did not know.

“Yeah,” he said, and then he added, “I think so. That’s what [——what I
heard.”

There was a silence, and then a soft, pig-like squeal reached him through




the darkness. (emphasis mine, 600)
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They’re completely deluded, Tessa thought, looking at the other three,
who were poring over some graph that Parminder had extracted from
Kay’s notes. They think they’ll reverse sixty years of anger and resentment
with a few sheets of statistics. None of them was Barry. He had been a
living example of what they proposed in theory: the advancement, through

education, from poverty to affluence, from powerlessness and dependency
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to valuable contributor to society. Did they not see what hopeless

advocates they were, compared to the man who had died? (475-476)
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Howard carried the mental image of the Fields with him always, like
a memory of a nightmare: boarded windows daubed with obscenities;
smoking teenagers loitering in the perennially defaced bus shelters;
satellite dishes everywhere, turned to the skies like the denuded ovules of

grim metal flowers. He often asked rhetorically why they could not have

organized and made the place over: what was stopping the residents
from pooling their meager resources and buying a lawnmower between
the lot of them? But it never happened: the Fields waited for the councils,
District ad Parish, to clean, to repair, to maintain; to give and give ad give
again. (75)
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The door swung open to reveal a woman who appeared simultaneously
childlike and ancient, dressed in a dirty pale-blue T-shirt and a pair of
men’s pajama bottoms. She was the same height as Kay, but shrunken;
the bones of her face and sternum showed sharply through the thin white
skin. Her hair, which was home-dyed, coarse and very red, looked like a
wig on tops of a skull, her pupils were minuscule and her chest virtually
breastless. (82)
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Her family half carried Terri Weedon back down the royal blue carpet,
and the congregation averted its eyes. (639)
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The difficult thing, the glorious thing, was to be who you really were,
even if that person was cruel or dangerous, particularly if cruel and
dangerous. There was courage in not disguising the animal you happened
to be. On the other hand, you had to avoid pretending to be more of an
animal than you were: take that path, start exaggerating or faking and you
became just another Cubby, just as much of a liar, a hypocrite. Authentic

and inauthentic were words that Fats used often, inside his own head; they



had laser-precise meaning for him, in the way he applied them to himself
and others. (emphases original: 92)
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His targeting of Krystal had been a deliberate act; and he had his cool and

brazen resort ready, when it had come to facing his mates’ jeers and taunts.

“If you want chips, you don’t go to a fucking salad bar.”

He had thought out that analogy in advance, but he had still had to spell it

out for them.

“You boys keep wanking. I want a shag.”

That had wiped the smiles off their faces. He could tell that all of them,

Andrew included, were forced to choke down their jeers at his choice, in

admiration of his unabashed pursuit of the one, the only true goal. (98)
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