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Parents’ response to their children’s talk about praising among
friends in a pre-primary education facility

Naoko AOKI

Abstract
The purpose of this study was to clarify children’s talk of their experiences in a pre-primary

educational facility, especially praising among friends and parents’ responses to them. The
participants included 105 parents of three- to five-year-olds. The questionnaire assessed the
frequency of talk about experiences in a facility, including their children and friends’ behavior.
The participants also answered questions related to their children talking about praising among
friends, frequency of praising children, frequency of talking to children, children’s self-esteem,
and children’s motivation. Two factors emerged from factor analysis. The first factor was related
to enhance children’s motivation to participate in activities. The second factor was related to
accepting and praising children. Using the subscale scores of the participants’ responses, a 3 (grade)
X 2 (parents’ responses) analysis of variance was conducted. The interaction effects and simple
effects of grade were not significant. The simple effect of responses was significant, and the
subscale score of factor 1 was less than that of factor 2. Partial correlation using the frequency
of talking to children as a control variable revealed a significant partial correlation between both
factors and the amount of talk related to receiving praise from friends as well as between both

factors and the amount of talk related to praising friends.
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