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Abstract

The childcare facilities in Japan tend to be very noisy as there is no standard
regarding noise in the facilities. In addition, although there is a standard minimum
area for each child, the student numbers are often above the set limit due to the need
for temporary childcare and to reduce the number of children on waiting-lists. The
children, therefore, cannot choose the sounds surrounding them. The childcare staff
should be aware of the noise level surrounding the children as an aspect of the
childcare environment. Further, the childcare staff should undertake structural
improvements to the building if noise levels cannot be reduced in the facilities via
changes to the childcare method.

From the study of nursery schools in which noise levels were reduced using
sound absorbing material at the suggestion of the childcare staff, we were able to
clarify that a major problem is the improvement in the noise awareness of the
childcare staff with a little childcare experience. It is thought that the key to

solving this problem lies in the training of childcare staff.
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