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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to collect data for construction of a theory that
explains relationship between praise and motivation from students’ reasoning of
their experiences with motivation by praise. First, second, and third graders were
interviewed about their experiences being motivated by praise and the reasons their
motivation increased. The reasons provided were divided into seven categories: the
emergence of positive emotions, an expectation of future praise, changes in self-
concept and awareness, the outcome of the activity that received praise, an emer-
gence of internal motivation, the experience of being praised, and other. First and
second graders’ responses were not significantly different, but the reports of both
groups significantly differed from those of the third graders. Further, many of the
first and second graders mentioned positive emotions, the desire for future praise,
and the experience of being praised as their reasons. Third graders tended to report
the same reasons as first and second graders; in addition, third graders explained
their improved motivation as a product of internal motivation.
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